Specialty Growers


 “SUPER SELECT” PERENNIALS -- 4.5” TERRApots 

The following plants are among our most choice and highly sought-after plants. This group consists of new introductions and unusual, hard-to-find varieties.  Priced $4.75 unless marked otherwise.
►
Agastache aurantiaca (Orange Hummingbird Mint)

‘Tango’ – New hybrid with funnel-shaped blooms of fiery red and gray-green 

romatic foliage. Hardy to zone 5 when planted in full sun and well-drained soil.


Blooms June – October. [14”]

►
Agastache x cana (Anise Hyssop, Texas Hummingbird Mint)


‘Bolero’ – A hybrid incorporating several Agastache species, delivering plants


with hybrid vigor, large rose-purple flower spikes, long bloom season from June

to October, and a new twist - burgundy-tinted foliage!  Like all Agastache, it 

refers a site in full sun and well-drained soil.  [16”]

Ajuga reptans (Bugleweed)
‘Black Scallop – This new Ajuga makes a fine small-scale groundcover.  Very glossy, near-black foliage with scalloped edges.  Deep blue flowers on short spikes in spring.  3-6”
Aruncus aethusifolius - True miniature Goat’s Beard, with fine-textured, dissected foliage and white sprays of flowers.  Choice selection for shady rock garden.  June, 12"
Clematis integrifolia  (Bush Clematis) - Non-vining Clematis with tubular blue or lavender flowers in June and July.  Upright but lax growth habit make it an ideal mixer in the perennial garden.  [20”]

►
Crambe maritima (Sea Kale)

Fantastic ruffled and curled leaves of powdery blue-gray.  Excellent
textural accent plant. Bears  clusters of white flowers atop stout stems in May through July.  Drought and salt tolerant [2’]  

Crocosmia mansorianum  
‘Lucifer’ - Bulbous plants produce iris-like leaves and brilliant flowers that resemble those of Freesia. Unrivaled for its intense scarlet color.   Plant in full sun in a protected spot, or mulch over winter. ‘Lucifer’ is the hardiest variety of Crocosmia.  August.  36"
N
Delphinium exaltatum – After many years of trying to germinate and grow this native Delphinium, we finally have a good supply of plants to offer!  This species comes to us via the Holden Arboretum in Ohio, where the plant has naturalized.  Unlike some Delphiniums, it is very hardy and long-lived.  Spikes of small blue flowers, well-spaced along the stems, appear all summer long.  Grows well in full sun or partial shade, and makes an excellent cut flower.  4-6’

►
Delphinium ‘Foerster’s Hybrids’ – In our continuing search for good garden-worthy Delphiniums, we are trying this strain from famed breeder Karl Foerster.  His goals in delphinium breeding were longevity in the garden, disease-resistance, and good pure colors.  New for us this year, we are anxious to evaluate their performance.  [5-6’]
Dianthus pavonius (aka D. neglectus)


Bright, hot pink flowers with steel blue eyes on dwarf plants.   Excellent rock garden plant, preferring full sun and well drained soil.  Blooms in June.  [4”]

N
Fern Adiantum pedatum (Maidenhair Fern)

Native woodland fern with a delicate appeance.  Lacy compound leaves, borne on black stems, are arranged in a circular pattern.  Prefers moist soil and protection from winds.  [12”]  $8.50

Available Summer 2011
N
Geum triflorum (Prairie Smoke) 

One of the most distinctive of all native prairie plants.  Small nodding pinkish-purple flowers in spring develop into feathery pink seedheads, which are the main attraction of this plant.  Thrives in poor dry soil and tolerates heat.  Provide full sun. 10-12” Available Summer 2011
Lathyryus vernus (Spring Vetchling)
This is a plant that we’ve wanted to introduce to our customers for years! We’ve had a single specimen in our Split-Rail Garden for years, but have had difficulties increasing it.   This year we have a good quantity of plants available.  It’s a member of the Sweet Pea family that does not vine; rather, it makes a long-lived, tap-rooted perennial with bright purple or pink sweet-pea flowers very early in the spring.  The outstanding clumps are bushy and well-behaved, growing in full sun to about 15”.  Smashing with daffodils or early tulips  $8.50 


Leptinella squalida ‘Platt’s Black’ – Delicate, nearly black ferny foliage and
    small button-like white flowers.  Perfect as a small ground cover in sun or part

    shade.  Prefers moist soil.   [1-2”]
Lewisia longipetala ‘Little Plum’ - Succulent leathery leaves form evergreen rosettes, bearing a multitude of bright pink flowers from April through June.  Small plants perfect for rock garden.  8"
N
Meehania cordata - A wonderful little ground cover that thrives in deep shade!
    Heart-shaped bright green leaves with red stems form a dense carpet.

    Lavender-pink trumpet shaped flowers bloom in June.  Native to eastern U.S.
    woodlands.  Prefers organically rich soil.  [2-4"]

Papaver hybrid (Poppy)
‘Summer Breeze’ – This hybrid of the popular Iceland Poppy produces non-stop flowers of orange or yellow.  Being sterile, it does not go to seed, and hence blooms longer.  Loves full sun and well-drained soil.  Tidy, compact habit. [12-15”]
N
Petalostemon purpureum (Purple Prairie Clover)
‘Stephanie’ – Superior form of the native plant, not to be confused with the common true clovers. Bright purple cylindrical-headed flowers on wiry stems in July.  Plants have fine-textured foliage.  Native to dry hills and prairies; needs well drained soil and full sun.  [18”]

Primula denticulata (Drumstick Primrose)


‘Blue Selection’ – April and May blooming primrose with ball-shaped heads in shades of lavender-blue.  Blooming begins before the large broad strap-like leaves fully emerge.  Moist soils.  [12”]

Primula japonica (Japanese Primrose)


‘Miller’s Crimson’ – Tall June-blooming primrose suited for moist soils in partial

shade.  Candelabra arrangement of coral-red flowers in tiers on stems 14-20” tall.  

Primula elatior(Polyantha Primrose)


‘Victorian Lace’ – Assorted dark colors, including red, blue, and purple.  Petals are intricately edged in gold or silver.  Primarily spring blooming. [8-12”]

 Pulsatilla vulgaris  (Pasque Flower)
A true harbinger of spring, Pasque Flower typically blooms at Easter time.  Blooming can extend into May in some years, and the ornamental effect of these plants continues into the summer, with their fluffy seedheads provide interest.  Available in varying shades of purple and lavender, as well as white and red.  Perfers full sun, but will tolerate a little shade.  Needs well-drained soil.  [12”]

N
Rudbeckia grandiflora (Rough Coneflower, Tall Coneflower)
‘Sundance’ – A select from of a Midwest and Central US native.  A sturdy plant with large golden   yellow flowers shaped like parasols with prominent brown cones.  This selection blooms heavily during August and September.  Drought resistant but will grow well in any soil if given full sun.  [4’]
N
Rudbeckia triloba (Branched Coneflower)
‘Prairie Glow’ – New, sensational selection of the native plant, with pinwheel flowers of mahogany, russet and gold.  Strongly upright growth habit, profuse flowering from July into September. [3-5’]

2007 Green Thumb Award, Mail Order Nursery Association
Salvia x greggii ‘Maraschino’ – We offer this and the following Salvia with the note that they may not be hardy in Michigan, although under conditions of perfect drainage and some winter protection they may overwinter.  Grow them as an annual or container plant and you will be rewarded with a season-long display or bright red flowers which hummingbirds find irresistible. 

 Zone 6 [30 – 36”]


Salvia x greggii ‘Wild Thing’ – Masses of hot pink flowers over glossy aromatic
    foliage.  Blooms from June to October.  A favorite of hummingbirds.  Zone 6,
    not reliably hardy [24-30”]

Sedum rupestre ‘Angelina’ – An easy-going little plant that is useful in rock garden, troughs, pots, or at the front edge of larger gardens.  The needle-like foliage emerges bright chartreuse, becomes golden yellow in full sun, developing tints of coral, orange and russet in cool fall weather.  [6-10”]
Sedum tectractinum (Chinese Sedum)

A new find from China, this ground-hugging sedum has very round succulent leaves that become 
intense bronze-red in fall.  In summer, it bears clusters of yellow flowers.  [4-6"]

Sempervivum tectorum (Hen’s and Chicks, Houseleek)

Popular hardy succulent with whorls of fleshy leaves in shades of green and red.  Offsets (chicks) develop at edges of the large central rosette (hen).  Popular in rock gardens and troughs.  [$3.00
N
Sisyrinchium angustifolium (Blue-Eyed Grass)
‘Lucerne’ - Bright blue star-shaped flowers with gold centers rise above fine, Iris-
ike foliage.  Blooms for 6-8 weeks.  Average to moist soil, easy care.  May-July

[8-10"]


Viola ‘Etain’ - Beautiful English hybrid with extra-large pale lemon flowers 

dged in contrasting lavender.  Will flower from May through October.


Irresistible!  [6-8”] $3.00
Viola ‘Purple Showers’ – Large very deep purple pansy-like flowers.  Blooms heaviest in spring, but continues through fall.  Long flower stems, excellent for cutting.  6-8”.  Mulch this (and all Viola selections above, with shredded leaves in fall, for hardy, true-perennial performance. $3.00

►
Viola ‘Starry Night’ – Lavender-blue blossoms with a brush of primrose yellow in


the center.  Flowers continuously from spring through fall. [6-8”] $3.00
